
Glory Chinese Baptist Church 

Policy and Procedure on Scholarship 

The Church Council adopted the following resolution  

at a regular meeting on February 9th, 2014. 

What Is A Scholarship? 

A qualified scholarship is exempted from income taxes. The internal Revenue Code 

(“IRC”) Section 117 contains a specific definition for a “qualified scholarship”. 

According to the IRC, the term qualified scholarship means any amount received by an 

individual as a scholarship or fellowship grant to the extent the individual establishes 

that, in accordance with the conditions of the grant such amount was used for qualified 

tuition and related expenses. “Tuition and related expenses” includes tuition, required 

fees, books supplies, and equipment that are required for specific classes. The recipient of 

the scholarship must be a candidate for a degree at a qualified education organization A 

“qualified educational organization” is an organization that normally maintains a regular 

faculty and curriculum and normally has a regularly enrolled body of pupils or students in 

attendance at the place where its educational activities are regularly carried on. The IRS 

has interpreted this definition to include only those schools, colleges, and universities that 

are accredited. 

What Authorizes the Church to Grant a Scholarship? 

A Church is authorized to pursue charitable purposes. This means that the church 

may only benefit those who are members of a charitable class. The IRC defines charitable 

classes to include children, needy individuals, sick and infirmed individuals, and those 

under distress. 

Applying this standard to Scholarships, the church may award qualified scholarships 

to anyone under the age of 18, anyone who cannot afford to attend college, anyone who is 

handicapped or ill, and anyone who is distressed. Beyond these basic guidelines, the 

church has great flexibility in determining the criteria for awarding scholarships. 

As a caveat to the above criteria, the courts and the IRS have decided that a 

charitable class must be broad enough to the “indefinite” in size. This means that a 

church may not draft its criteria for applying the scholarship so that very few individual 

will qualify for the qualified scholarship. If a church defines the group eligible for the 

qualified scholarship too narrowly, the IRS and the courts have decided that the church 

has provided a private benefit to those individuals. If a church provides material private 

benefits, the IRS may revoke its tax-exempt status. 

The term “qualified scholarship” does not include any amount received that 

represents payment for teaching, research, or other services by the student that are 

required as a condition for receiving the qualified scholarship. This means that employees 

may not receive a qualified scholarship. 

The purpose of Glory Chinese Baptist Church scholarship is to assist financially 

those qualified individual seeking to attend an accredited seminary institution. The 

scholarship is awarded based on attendance, need and academic performance of seminary 



students attending the Church. This scholarship does not tie to any services being done in 

the Church. We want to show our commitment to help seminary students while they are 

worship with us in the Church. 

Who Can Apply For This Scholarship? 

 All seminary students who attend a full time or part time accredited seminary 

schools, which have the same biblical value of Glory Chinese Baptist Church 

Constitutions, and Bylaws can apply for this scholarship. Priority will be given 

to those students that are active in the Church. 

  Active in Church means attending the Church with 80% worship attendance in 

a three-month period. 

 Must have established and maintained a satisfactory academic record (normally 

a “B” average). 

Exception: If the seminary student has a church recommendation letter from 

Education/Sunday School Committee and Senior Pastor of the Church, the three-month 

attendance requirement may be waived. 

Fund 

The funding of Scholarship is determined by Education/Sunday School Committee 

yearly scholarship. 

How to Apply? 

Seminary student should submit the following paper work 30 days prior to the 

academic semester for which they are applying. Any late submission would be subject to 

review by Education/Sunday School committee on a case-by-case basis.  

Applicant should submit the following paper works: 

1. Personal salvation and calling testimony  

2. Proof of course registration 

3. Scholarship Application form 

4. Sign Term of Agreement form 

Specific Requirement: 

1. Granting of scholarship to qualified applicant in Glory Chinese Baptist Church 

is the responsibility of the Education/Sunday School Committee. 

2. The Scholarship is awarded without regard to sex, race, nationality or national 

origin. 

3. The scholarship fund is set by yearly budget. Once the fund exhausted, Church 

will not accept any application. 

4. The scholarship payment is $500 per semester for full time student Part time 

student will be prorated. The payment amount is subjected to change by 



Education/Sunday School Committee  

5. Scholarship grants are considered by the Committee only for those applicants 

submitting completed applications 30 days prior to the academic semester for 

which they are applying. 

6. Scholarship payments for successful applicants will be paid from the 

scholarship fund to the financial aid office only of the applicant’s academic 

institution. The payment will be prorated if applicant is a part time student. 

Scholarship funds are not payable directly to the applicant. 

7. Scholarship recipients are expected to maintain a (“B”) average. Failure to do so 

will result in termination of the scholarship. 

8. Scholarship is not automatically renewed for succeeding school years. Current 

recipients must submit a new application to be eligible for renewal. 

9. It is the recipient’s responsibility to have their college e-mail, fax or mail an 

official copy of their transcript to the Church Office of Glory Chinese Baptist 

Church at the completion of each semester. 

10. The payment should be accompanied by a letter from the church instructing the 

school to apply the payment to the tuition and required fees of the successful 

applicant(s). The letter should also request that the school confirm in writing 

that the student is enrolled in the school and participates in a degree program. 

11. All the guidelines previously stated are amendable at the discretion of the 

Education/Sunday School Committee. 

Students applying for scholarship may pick up a package of the Scholarship 

Application from church treasurer. 

Completed forms may be mailed, faxed or emailed back to Glory Chinese Baptist 

Church, instruction are on the application. 

 

 


